-\.r"'.

‘n". N

| kindergarten at Mi

' hasaserious illne

FOCUS ON TI'[IE POSITIVE PE RSONAL JOU RN EY

Aerospace student
soars with lofty goals

. 'Iyler EdwardS 'thi‘lVE‘S

desplte healtl}!lssues.

ByBethAnspaeh ff:f g
GontnbutlngWriter i |

~ Centerville realdént and

* proud grandmother Nancy

Tapia calls her grandson, Tyler
Edwards, her hero. But Tyler, at
21 years old, is not on]y living an
‘extraordinary life in the eyes of
his family, but he has defied the
~ odds and done well despite be-

~ ingborn with a redegsswe,gene
that will likely cause him to lose

the ability to walk and use his

extremities at some point:
“Tyler was diagnosed at *

the age of 5 years with Duch-

enne muscular dystrophy,” said | |

Tapla

Duchenne, whmh affects
about 1 out of every 3,600 boys
born, typically Jresults insuch.
severe muscle degeneration '
that most boys begin showing -
symptoms before the age of 5,
and almost all are senous]y dis-
*abled by the time T.hey are in
their teens. -

Tyler said he doean t remem-
ber much from the time before
he was ofﬁcla]ly diagnosed.

“We moved into a tri-level
house when [ was 5, and by the
‘time I was 6, we mow ved out be-

_ cause I got too txred;when I tried
 togo up and down the stairs,”
he said.

By the time Tyler;started
ni Valley
School in Washington Twp.,
he was already, strugglmg to
walk but he did so on his own
- through fourth grade, when he
started using a scobter to help
him.

“Jused that for a few years

and wasina wheelchalr full e &

time in sixth-grade,” he said.

- “It’s really hard to notice chang-
es with this disease until after
something happers. I justre-
member I walked ur 1til it just got
too hard to doiit

Tyler’s parents

' the small, private ‘_ettmgof Mi-

aml Valley School ﬁﬁs perfect
gr their son since they knew
the disease was progressive
an hg_ would gradually lose
the ability to walk a
funétmn overthey ars “It was
!mportant thathebein asafe
 environment, "rsald hisdad, .
" Rob Edwards, “MVS, as]ust
 fabulous for Tyler.f‘ f!v

Buit leammgrha -your child

"blow, accordmg to ‘Edwards

idposmbly &

isahuge

Though Tyler Edwards, 21, has Duchenne muscular dystrophy, a seri-

- ous genetic disease, he is studying aerospace engineering at the
University of Dayton. Edwards enjoys hanging out in his backyard with
Daisy, his toy poocile TY GREENLEES / STAFF

“We were just blown away and
didn’t know much about it,” he
said. “We didn’t know if it was
going to go fast or slow so we
just researched and did the best
wecould.” =

One of the things they did
was work on stretching with Ty-
ler, which helps keep the mus-
cles from stiffening and wast- .
ing. “We’ve seen alot of kids
Tyler’s age and younger with
hands and feet totally curved
and they have no use of them at

all,” Edwards'said. “They can't .

yuse computersor do anything
w1]:h their hands ?
Tyler, on the other hand did

very well in high school and de-

cided upon graduation to at-
tend the University of Dayton.
and study mechanical engi-
neering with a concentration in
aerospace engmeerlng He will
be a senior thete this fall and
he maintains an impressive 3.15
GPA. He still maintains use of
his hands and fingers today.

_ “From the beginning I want-
ed to be an astronaut and a
fighter pilot but that’s impos-
sible with my disease,” Tyler
said. “So I was thmkmg of bio-
engineering so I could design
pacemakers and prostheses,
but when I visited UD some-
thing just felt right for me there.

It’s gone a lot better than I could
have hoped and 1lived in the
dorm there for several years.”
Tyler said he has enjoyed the
dorm experience and has even
had some time living in houses
on the UD campus. “My room-
mates there have turned out to
be some of my best friends.”
Upon graduation Tyler has
decided to pursue his master’s

- degree at UD and then pursue

a career in the field of scientific
research.
Though Duchenne is progres— :

'~ sive and there isno cure

ler continues to look al ead a.nd :
has hopes for his future. “Med-
ications today help keep hearts
and lungs healthy,” he said. .
“This is important because the
disease affects everything in

the body that isa muscle. I go
down to Cincinnati Children’s -

| every six months for a checkup

and the doctors monitor every-
thing.” -

Of his grandmother, the
woman who steadfastly sup-

“ports hirmn and is proud of every

milestone, Tyler said, “She’s re-
ally a great grandmother, and

there forme.”

- I’'mso tharlkful to her for belng {

Contact this contnbutmgwnterat
banspach@ymail.com. /
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